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CYCLEWAYS AND VERGE IMPROVEMENTS  
Busy roads are not friendly places for walkers, riders or 
most cyclists. Cambridgeshire County Council is 
committed to improving the wider highway network to 
provide safer routes for walkers, horse-riders and 
cyclists, in both urban and rural settings. Complementary 
improvements are currently being provided under project 
funding for two distinct requirements. Following questions 
from a number of users, this note has been produced to 
help explain the differences between the two 
approaches. 
 
Roadside footway/cycleways can provide a safe, segregated route for pedestrians and cyclists, 
though they cannot legally be used by horse riders. These are often used by cyclists as part of a 
commute as an alternative to driving, though faster cyclists may still choose to use the road. Within 
the constraints of available space, such cycleways are built to standards set by Cycling England, 
with a sealed tarmac surface. Construction costs are consequently relatively high (and can be 
increased if land acquisition is required), representing major transport infrastructure and generally 
require significant external funding before a cycleway can be provided. A prioritised programme of 
new cycleways is planned through the Cambridge ‘cycling demonstration town’ project supported 
by Cycling England. New development generally includes cycle provision from the outset. 
 

A separate requirement is where 
recreational walkers, horse-riders and off-
road cyclists using off-road footpaths, 
bridleways and byways need to use roads 
to link between paths. Though the road 
verge can legally allow refuge from busy 
traffic, vegetation growth, road signs and 
hidden drainage scrapes can make this 
difficult. Constructing drainage pipes and a 
more solid but permeable verge surface 
can provide an improved verge for walkers 

and riders, which can also be used by off-road bicycles. Recycled road materials provide a quick 
solution, whereas ‘as-raised’ material takes more time to harden, but can ultimately look better. 
This approach is significantly less expensive than a cycleway, typically in the region of 10 to 20% 
of the construction costs. These lower costs are within the available budget for countryside access 
improvement projects. The two photographs show a verge near Dry Drayton before and after an 
improvement trial in 2008 which used road-planings to build a path for walkers and riders. 

 
Sometimes it may not immediately be possible to 
provide a surfaced footway/cycleway for cycle 
commuting in one location due to prioritisation, 
while an improved verge may be provided nearby 
under more modest countryside access funding 
to provide a safer roadside link for walkers and 
riders. Understanding the distinct purposes, 
specifications and very different costs can help 
explain the apparent contradiction in this 
situation. Either footway/cycleways or improved 
verges may be planned as part of a wider, longer 
term access scheme, so may not appear fully 
connected when first built. 

 
For further information please contact the Countryside Access Team  on 01223 715558 or via 
cst@cambridgeshire.gov.uk, or the Cycling Officer  on 01223 716025.      
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