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Introduction
This is the second Local Transport Plan for Cambridgeshire. It
sets out the objectives, strategy and programme for transport in
the county from 2004 through to 2011 and is the main vehicle for
securing transport capital funding from government. As with the
first Local Transport Plan (LTP) it is produced by a partnership of
Cambridgeshire County Council, Cambridge City Council and
the district councils of East Cambridgeshire, Fenland,
Huntingdonshire and South Cambridgeshire. It therefore
represents a consensus of opinion on the future transport policy
for the county.

The purpose of the LTP
The aims of the LTP are to maintain and improve quality of life
and quality of the environment. To do this, the LTP reflects the
very significant changes that have taken place in Cambridgeshire
since the production of our first LTP in 2000 and looks forward to
emerging issues. Principal among these changes are:

• a new development strategy through the Structure Plan

• successful multi modal studies

• developing partnerships to achieve integration.

The scale of the task arising from these changes is very significant:
a study commissioned by the County Council and other
stakeholders, and accepted by government, estimated that
approximately £2 billion of expenditure was required for
infrastructure, of which £1 billion was for transport, to meet
demand. This sum has increased in the three years since the study.
The LTP therefore seeks to contribute towards the transport
infrastructure required both to meet current and future needs and
to meet the challenge of tackling growth in traffic within the county.

The LTP strategy and objectives
The strategy contained in the LTP is based around seven key
objectives designed to help meet the LTP’s aims and to reflect the
wider picture. These objectives are:

• To make travel safer

• To develop integrated transport

• To promote sustainable forms of transport such as public
transport, walking and cycling

• To maintain and operate efficient transport networks

• To create a transport system that is accessible to all

• To provide a transport system that meets the needs of the
economy

• To protect and enhance the built and natural environment

The LTP strategy shows how we will work towards meeting
these objectives. The strategy identifies two tools that can be used
to help in this: widening transport choice and managing demand.
It shows how these are related to the three strategy areas of

corridors, urban areas and their hinterlands and rural areas. The
aim of this approach is to provide high quality sustainable
transport, centred on the corridors and the urban areas, with
good connections from the rural areas to the corridors through
new approaches to the provision of transport services, especially
to public transport and improvements to the walking and cycling
network. Within this strategy are a number of sub-strategies
aimed at delivering transport improvements within the market
towns and in the rural and urban areas.

Both the strategy and the objectives have been subjected to
extensive consultation, while the strategy has been thoroughly
tested to make sure that it meets government requirements for
transport. Finally, the strategy has also been assessed for its
ability to meet the demands of sustainability and accessibility
and has been subjected to a health audit and to an external
challenge. All of these show that the strategy is a robust way of
meeting the aims and objectives of the LTP.

The LTP Programme
Arising from this strategy are a number of measures. Key amongst
these are the improvements to public transport along the transport
corridors, which aim to increase the quality of services and to
achieve a frequency of 15 minutes or better along high quality
transport corridors on routes into Cambridge and 30 minutes
elsewhere. To serve these corridors, the programme includes
measures to connect urban and rural areas to them through a series
of improvements to walking, cycling and public transport services
and facilities, and to the expansion of the highly successful Park &
Ride system to the market towns closest to Cambridge.

Also key are the major schemes proposed within the plan, which
include a Rapid Transit system using guided bus technology
between Cambridge and Huntingdon and a new station at
Chesterton, which will connect the rail network to the Rapid
Transit system and to the Park & Ride as well as greatly
improving facilities for pedestrians and cyclists.
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This will be coordinated through a new control centre and
promoted through expanded measures for travel awareness and
travel information that draw upon our experience of
implementing highly succesful measures in Cambridge and
along certain corridors – notably, the promotion of public
transport along the A1037 between Cambridge and Haverhill.

Conclusions
The package of measures within the LTP are firmly rooted in our
strategy and will help to achieve our overall aims. The large scale
of the measures proposed are essential if we are to achieve
sustainable growth at a time when the county is the fastest
growing in the United Kingdom and we have a duty through
regional guidance to promote our extremely successful economy.
Our excellent record of delivery combined with new methods
that we will introduce show that we are ready and able to meet
this challenge.
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