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Prince Philip sees treasures from the
Cambridgeshire Collection

During a recent visit to
Cambridge HRH the
Prince Philip was
shown an exhibition of
material from the
Cambridgeshire
Collection celebrating
the 800" anniversary
of the University of
Cambridge. This
included the first map,
first engravings and
the earliest guide book
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of the city and comic caricatures and postcards

reflecting town/gown relations over the last two
hundred vears.

Who was Richard Cromwell?

The life and career of Richard Cromwell — who
succeeded his father as Lord Protector in 1658 -
will come under the spotlight on 17" October,
when the new Library and Archive in Huntingdon
will host a study day organised jointly by the
Cromwell Museum and the Cromwell Association.
Four expert speakers will look at different aspects
of the second Protector. Booking forms are
available in the Museum, Library and Archives.
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The cost for the whole day, including
refreshments, is £25.

An exhibition on the life of Richard Cromwell runs
through until 1* November at the Cromwell
Musuem which is open Tuesday-Sunday from
10.30-12.30 & 1.30-4.00. On show for the first
time are some of the letters sent by Richard in his
later life to his daughter Elizabeth.
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Huntingdon Library and Archives

The new Huntingdon Library and Archives opened its
doors on June the 11™ and has been a huge success
with & 1000 new library members in the first month.
The first floor is a dedicated history floor housing the
local studies collections, including the Cromwell
Collection, and the archive search room. For the first
time all Huntingdon'’s historical resources are together
in the same building.

The archive store is managed by a state of the art
barcoding system which is the first of its kind in the
country and which has attracted visitors from the British
Library and other national institutions.

Introductory tours  giving you a chance to look behind
the scenes are being offered by archive and local
studies staff. You will have the opportunity to see a
selection of the important original archives such as
criminal records, early parish maps and school log
books. Tours are available Wednesday 7" October,
10-11am and Tuesday 3" November, 3-4pm. To book a
place contact the Archives on 01480 372738.

Exciting new acquisition for
Cambridgeshire Archives

Cambridgeshire Archives has recently secured at
auction a series of early seventeenth century papers of
Sir Miles Sandys, deputy governor of the company of
adventurers of the Bedford Level and a central figure in
the drainage of the fens between 1600-63. The records
are a unique and valuable source in their own right but
they also complement the extensive archive of the
Bedford Level Corporation already held at
Cambridgeshire Archives. Further details will follow in

our next newsletter. .



Cambridgeshire Association for Local
History Book Awards

Each year several hundred new local history
books are added to the Cambridgeshire
Collection. From these, the Cambridgeshire
Association for Local History select the best to
receive an award. This year’s winners, for books
published in 2008, were:

Julian Evan-Hart
Shelford Oral
History Group

Malcolm
Underwood
Jane Lane

Christina Paulson-
Ellis

Christina Rex
Roger Rudderham

Richard Tinkler

War torn skies of GB
(Cambridgeshire)
Health & Housing
Some Shelford Lives

Cartulary of the Hospital of St
John's the Evangelist

St George's Church - Six Mile
Bottom

The Cambridgeshire Association
for the Care of Girls
Doddlebugs, Gas Masks & Gum -
Children's voices from WW2

A History of St George's Church,
Littleport

Wharns Tinkler - Fenland
smallholder

Main Library Collections

Cambridgeshire Collection
Central Library, 7 Lion Yard,
Cambridge CB2 3QD

Huntingdon Library
Princes St, Huntingdon

PE29 3PA

Wisbech Library
Queen Mary Centre, Queens Road, Wisbech

PE13 2PE

All library enquiries 0345 045 5225
your.library@cambridgeshire.gov.uk

Archives Offices

Cambridgeshire Archives
Shire Hall, Cambridge CB3 0AP

01223 699399

cambs.archives@cambridgeshire.gov.uk

Huntingdonshire Archives
Princes St, Huntingdon PE29 3PA

01480 372738

hunts.archives@cambridgeshire.gov.uk

Details of all services available on our website
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/archives

Cambridgeshire Family History Society
funds new cataloguing post

Thanks to generous funding by the Cambridgeshire
Family History Society, a two-year project to catalogue
the post-1835 records of the City of Cambridge is soon
to get underway at Cambridgeshire Archives. Members

of the Society will be assisting the archivist with the

listing and transcribing of this rich and diverse archive
and the finished catalogue will be made available to
search on-line.
http://calm.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/ArchiveCatalogue/
SearchArchives.htm

Autumn events at Huntingdon Library
and Archives

A programme of events to celebrate the opening of the
new Library and Archives in Huntingdon includes:

Wednesday Oct 21% 7.30pm — the Ladds Memorial
lecture given by Paul Spoerry on the Lodes and Hithes
of Huntingdonshire , looking at navigation channels
and landing places.

Wednesday Nov 11™ 7.30pm — The Cromwell Collection
lecture Armed for Battle! given by Thomas Richardson
of the Royal Armouries.

Finding out more about Cromwell

A series of six afternoon talks, on alternate Mondays
from 5™ October starting at 2.15pm. The intention is to
present to a general audience the wealth of resource
material we have in Huntingdon about Oliver Cromwell.
For anybody who wants to find out a little bit more, and
may be tempted to ultimately pursue their own study or
to offer some time to assist in a voluntary capacity, or
just wants to discover for the sheer pleasure of
discovery, then this is an opportunity not to be missed.
The series kicks off with a general introduction and then
each of the three elements of the service, the library,
the archives and the museum will discuss in more detail
what they have relevant to Cromwell.

The last two presentations are by practising historians
about different aspects of the mid-17" Century in
Huntingdon, and will show how some of the materials
have been used.

There is a fee of £2.50 for each session or if you buy
tickets for all six the cost is £12.50. Tickets will be
available from 3™ September.

Further information and tickets for all the above a re
available from Huntingdon Library.

Cambridgeshire Archives -
review of opening hours

Throughout July we have been canvassing customer
opinion and monitoring use of the searchroom to assist
us in planning new and extended opening hours.
Proposals for the new hours will be published later in
the year.



