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@ roads that link salted routes with those of
adjoining Counties

® making sure all road users live within a
reasonable distance of a salted road

Pavements in town and village centres are normally

only salted if the icy conditions persist for several

days.

Local salt supplies

Where requested we will provide villages with a
supply of salt for use on local problem spots, i.e. a
hill or on a dangerous bend that suffers badly from
ice, where regular precautionary gritting does not
take place.

Requests are usually made through your local
council, who must first provide a salt bin at the
location for the County Council to fill.

The technology

Full use is made of the latest weather forecasting
techniques. Daily weather forecasts and a
computerised ice prediction system uses
information from roadside ice stations to get the
most accurate indications of where and when ice is
likely to form, and whether precautionary salting
might be needed.

Salt works by turning the ice or snow surrounding
each salt granule into a saline solution which has a
lower freezing point than water. The action of
traffic is essential for salting to be effective -
moving the salt granules around and eventually
melting all the ice.

The County Council has invested in a new and
improved way of gritting the roads using pre-wetted
salt. This method, which mixes dry salt and brine,
is much more effective than the old system, uses
less salt and is kinder to the environment.
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Keep up to date

Local radio is an excellent way to stay in touch
with road and weather conditions.

BBC Radio Cambridgeshire 96.0/95.7 FM

Chiltern FM  96.9 FM
(Bedford/St Neots)

Hereward FM 102.7 FM
(Peterborough/Fenland)

Heart FM 103 FM
(Cambridge/Newmarket)

Star FM 107.9/107.1 FM
(Ely/Cambridge)

Lite FM 106.8 FM
(Peterborough)

Fen Radio 107.5 FM
(Wisbech/March)

Kiss FM 105.6 FM
(East Anglia)

More information

If you would like more information about the way
we look after the roads in winter please contact
us on 0845 045 5212 or via our website
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk

For Trunk Roads (M11, A14, A1(M), Al, All,
A47 and A428) please contact the Highways
Agency on 08457 50 40 30

If you would like a copy of the text in this
leaflet in large print, Braille, audio tape or in
another language, please contact the

Communications Team on 01223 814498
Nov 2009
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Winter Gritting
& Snow Clearing

Safer winter driving
in Cambridgeshire

www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk
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When freezing winter weather is
on the way, Cambridgeshire
County Council's gritting teams
pull out all the stops to keep the
county on the move.

Over 40% of Cambridgeshire's roads and most bus
routes are salted when required. This is
equivalent to the distance by road from
Cambridge to Rome. This means that most people
will live on or very close to a treated route.

Please note the Highways Agency are responsible
for Trunk Roads (M11, A14, A1(M), A1, Al1, A47
and A428).

What happens when it snows?

During periods of heavy snow, salting is
supplemented by snow ploughing where necessary.

Every effort is made to maintain at least one
access road to each community in a usable
condition. If snowfalls occur, or heavy snow is
forecast, all available resources including the many
farmers who have agreed to fix snow ploughs to
their tractors, are mobilised.

Which roads do we salt?

With 2,700 miles of road in Cambridgeshire it
would be unrealistic to attempt to treat all roads.
Priority is given to maintaining safe driving
conditions on an agreed network of roads, which
will normally include all busy roads. Our objective
is to give priority to:
@ roads that carry the heaviest early

morning traffic
@ roads linking centres of population
@ B roads and busy roads adjacent to fen drains
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Gritting routes in Cambridgeshire

Highways Division

West Highways
Division

South & City
Highways Division |

copyright.and may lead to prosecution or civil
proceedings. 100023205 (2009).




