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SPEED LIMITS

How does the County Council set speed limits?

In July 2007, the County Council reviewed its speed limit policy following new guidance from Government.  The policy, which is available on the link below, takes a pragmatic approach to investigating the need for speed limits and focuses on achieving lower vehicle speeds rather than simply lowering speed limits.  The policy document is available on this link: http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/transport/trafficmanagement/speed/speed_limit_policy.htm 
What factors are taken into consideration when setting speed limits?

The Department for Transport (DfT) has developed a new framework for assessing appropriate speed limits.  This takes into account various factors such as traffic flows, mean speeds, accident rates and road alignment.  The assessment framework also helps determine whether other safety features such as traffic calming measures would be required to allow a speed limit to operate effectively.

How are speed limits funded?

An annual speed management budget is provided to fund the investigation and implementation of speed limits.  This has to cover the cost of surveys and assessment work as well as minor works for implementing speed limits such as signing, road markings and low cost physical measures such as gateway features.  

Where extensive and potentially more costly physical measures would be needed to achieve compliance with a speed limit, funding would need to be secured through a bid from other programme areas such as the medium sized traffic management and safety programme. 

What work is currently being undertaken on speed limits?

Following a review of its speed limit policy, the County Council is now committed to undertaking a review of all speed limits over 30 mph on the A and B class road network in the county.  This is consistent with a request made by Government when it issued its new guidance on speed management, which lead to the County Council’s review of speed limit policy.

As a result, the financial and staff resources available for speed management work are now being focussed on the A and B road review which is expected to take until 2011/2012 to complete.

Which A and B roads will be considered first?

The A and B road network have been divided into 87 sections that have been prioritised based on accident records.  Around 22 sections are expected to be reviewed each year.  A list of the sections of road in priority order is available on this link:  

http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/transport/trafficmanagement/speed/speed_limit_policy.htm
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What about speed limits on lower class roads?

Any requests for speed limits on lower class roads will be held over until the completion of the A and B road review, unless the site shows a history of high levels of speed related accidents.  Any sites identified with serious accident problems will then bid for funding from the most appropriate programme area.   
What is happening with speed limit requests made before the new policy was agreed?
Outstanding requests for speed limits on A and B class roads will be included in the A and B road review.  Outstanding requests on lower class roads are being reviewed to see if any have a history of high accident rates.  If any are identified through this process, consideration will be given to a bid for funding from the most appropriate programme area.  Remaining outstanding requests will then be kept on a waiting list until such time as funding becomes available for the lower class road network.   

Why is the County Council concentrating on reviewing A and B class roads?

Generally, accident rates on the A and B class road network are much higher than on the lower class network.  Investing the available funding in a review of these roads is likely to achieve the greatest casualty reduction for the community.

Can speed limits be funded by third parities?

Third parties can fund speed limits provided they are consistent with policy requirements.  All the costs involved would need to be met, including:

· Speed surveys

· Assessment work

· Traffic regulation order costs

· Signing

· Any physical measures required to achieve compliance with the speed limit.  

Who do I contact for information?

If you wish to discuss a speed limit issue please contact your Area Manager (Traffic).  You can do this by:

· Calling Cambridgeshire County Council on 0345 0455212

· Emailing your Area Manager (Traffic) 

· Cambridge and South Cambridgeshire - Graham Lowe


graham.lowe@cambridgeshire.gov.uk 

· East Cambridgeshire and Fenland - John Richards


john.richards@cambridgeshire.gov.uk
· Huntingdonshire - Emma Murden


emma.murden@cambridgeshire.gov.uk









