Holocaust Memorial Day on 27th January

Holocaust Memorial Day is the day for everyone to remember the millions of people
murdered in the Holocaust, under Nazi Persecution, and in the genocides which
followed in Cambodia, Rwanda, Bosnia, and Darfur.

Below are a selection of relevant books written by historians and survivors, alike. You
can reserve these titles on the online catalogue or via Customer Services by phoning
0345 045 5225. eBooks and eAudiobooks can be searched for and borrowed from the
catalogue or from their individual apps and websites.

Search the library catalogue and find instruction for the different platforms here:
Library online - Cambridgeshire County Council

Adult Non-Fiction

A Delayed Life—Dita Kraus (RBDigital eBook) DITA KRAUS @

The powerful, heart-breaking memoir of Dita Kraus, the real-

life Librarian of AuschwitzBorn in Prague to a Jewish family in
1929, Dita Kraus has lived through the most turbulent decades of
the twentieth and early twenty-first centuries. Here, Dita writes
with startling clarity on the horrors and joys of a life delayed by
the Holocaust. From her earliest memories and childhood
friendships in Prague before the war, to the Nazi-occupation that
saw her and her family sent to the Jewish ghetto at TerezIn, to B lved it
the unimaginable fear and bravery of her imprisonment in Thic powertul Hetiair ol
Auschwitz and Bergen-Belsen, and life after liberation. Dita writes ™ "7 7 e
unflinchingly about the harsh conditions of the camps and her role

as librarian of the precious books that her fellow prisoners managed to smuggle past
the guards. But she also looks beyond the Holocaust - to the life she rebuilt after the
war: her marriage to fellow survivor Otto B Kraus, a new life in Israel and the
happiness and heartbreaks of motherhood. Part of Dita's story was told in fictional
form in the Sunday Times bestseller The Librarian of Auschwitz by Antonio Iturbe.
Her memoir tells the full story in her own words.

gromme st First One In, Last One Out—Marilyn Shimon (Book)

LTAUSCHWITZ SURVIVOR 313204 MENOIR

R " ISt = The horrifying true story of one of the first eight men to enter

: ! One In. Auschwitz. Marilyn Shimon resurrects her uncle's stories of six
-‘4";;, hellish years in Nazi concentration camps during World War II.

‘ -~ The Polish Jew was one of the first eight men to enter Auschwitz,
- as a political prisoner in 1940, and one of the last to escape
=" % Dachau.
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https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/libraries-leisure-culture/libraries/library-online

Franci’s War—Franci Epstein (Book)

In the summer of 1942, twenty-two-year-old Franci Rabinek -
designated a Jew by the Nazi racial laws - arrived at Terezin, a
concentration camp and ghetto forty miles north of her home in
Prague. It would be the beginning of her three-year journey from
Terezin to the Czech family camp in Auschwitz-Birkenau, to the
slave labour camps in Hamburg, and finally to Bergen Belsen.

Franci, a spirited and glamorous young woman, was known among
her fellow inmates as the Prague dress designer. Having endured
the transportation of her parents, she never forgot her mother's S PNEK EFSTEIN |
parting words: 'Your only duty to us is to stay alive'.

o |0 Renia’s Diary—Renia Spiegel (Book and
0} BorrowBox eAudiobook)

1

s Renia is a young girl who dreams of becoming a poet. But Renia
Renia’s DICII‘)/ is Jewish, she lives in Poland and the year is 1939. When Russia

T CETHE O Beeied and Germany invade her country, Renia's world shatters.
e Separated from her mother, her life takes on a new urgency as

i | she flees Przemysl to escape night bombing raids,

4 observes the disappearances of other Jewish families and, finally,
= withesses the creation of the ghetto. But
RENIA SPIEGEL alongside the terror of war, there is also great beauty, as she
begins to find her voice as a writer and falls in love for the first
time. She and the boy she falls in love with, Zygmunt, share their first kiss a few
hours before the Nazis reach her hometown. And it is Zygmunt who writes the final,
heart-breaking entry in Renia's diary. Recently rediscovered after 70 years,
'Renia's Diary' is already being described as a classic of Holocaust literature.

One hundred miracles—Zuzana Ruzickova (Book o
and RBDigitaI eAUdiObOOk) M\m"“;l‘uwt.\‘

| — TS
Zuzana R0zi¢kova grew up in 1930s Czechoslovakia dreaming of ===
two things: Johann Sebastian Bach and the piano. But her —
peaceful, melodic childhood was torn apart when, in 1938, the -

Nazis invaded. Uprooted from her home, transported from ONE
Auschwitz to Hamburg to Bergen-Belsen, bereaved, starved, and =  HUNDRED
afflicted with crippling injuries to her musician's hands, the - MIRACLES

teenage Zuzana faced a series of devastating defeats. Yet with “' A MEMOIR OF
every truck and train ride, a small slip of paper printed with her e

favourite piece of Bach's music became her talisman. Armed with this 'proof that
beauty still existed', Zuzana's fierce bravery and passion ensured her survival of the
greatest human atrocities of all time, and would continue to sustain her through the

brutalities of post-war Communist rule.
oB:mbridgeshire II |



N Last Stop Auschwitz—Eddy de Wind (Book and

L.ast StOp RBDigital eBook)

Eddy de Wind, a Dutch doctor and psychiatrist, was shipped

AuSChV\/'IIﬁEHZl to Auschwitz W|th his wife Friedel, whom he had met and married

- | at the Westerbork labour camp in the Netherlands. At Auschwitz,
~ they made it through the brutal selection process and were put
~to work. Each day, each hour became a battle for survival. For
// Eddy, this meant negotiating with the volatile guards in the
~* medical barracks. For Friedel, it meant avoiding the Nazis'
barbaric medical experiments. As the end of the war approached
and the Russian Army drew closer, the last Nazis fled, taking

many prlsoners with them, including Friedel. Eddy hid under a pile of old clothes and
stayed behind. Finding a notebook and pencil, he began to write with furious energy
about his experiences. Last Stop Auschwitz is an extraordinary account of life as a
prisoner, a near real-time record of the daily struggle to survive but also of the
flickering moments of joy Eddy and Friedel found in each other - passing notes
through the fence, sometimes stealing a brief embrace. Documenting the best and
the worst of humanity, it is a unique and timeless story that reminds us of what we
as humans are capable of, but that there is hope, even in Hell. Thought to be the
only complete book written within Auschwitz itself, it will linger with you long after
the final page has been turned.

The Boy Who Followed His Father into Auschwitz— ..o i 0
Jeremy Dronfield (Book) The Boy
The inspiring, true story of a father and son's fight to stay Who Followed
together and to survive the Holocaust. In 1939, Gustav His Father
Kleinmann, a Jewish upholsterer in Vienna, was seized into

by the Nazis. Along with his teenage son Fritz, he was sent to AUSChWiTZ

Buchenwald in Germany. There began an unimaginable ordeal
that saw the pair beaten, starved and forced to build the very o
concentration camp they were held in. When Gustav was set to be Jeremy Dronfleld
transferred to Auschwitz, a certain death sentence, Fritz refused
to leave his side. Throughout the horrors they witnessed

and the suffering they endured, there was one constant that kept them

alive: the love between father and son. Based on Gustav's secret diary and
meticulous archive research, this book tells his and Fritz's story for the first time - a
story of courage and survival unparalleled in the history of the Holocaust.
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AN ES f ~ The Cut Out Girl—Bart Van Es (Book and uLibrary
e S eAudiobook)

Little Lien wasn't taken from her Jewish parents in the Hague -

\\ ~ she was given away in the hope that she might be saved. Hidden
N\ N\ and raised by a foster family in the provinces during the Nazi
2 eUaeliae I occupation, she survived the war only to find that her real parents
S  had not. Much later, she fell out with her foster family, and Bart
{ van Es - the grandson of Lien's foster parents - knew he needed to
find out why. His account of tracing Lien and telling her story is a
searing exploration of two lives and two families. It is a story
about love and misunderstanding and about the ways that our
most palnful experiences can also be redefined.

CONTA HOOK AWARDS
SHORTUIST

The HOIocaUSt : a new history_Laurence Rees TNEs'l”D"T"'ES'EsTS.ELLE'@ :
(Book) !l LAURENCE REES

Laurence Rees' text is revealing in three ways. First, it is based
not only on the latest academic research, but also on 25 years of
interviewing survivors and perpetrators, often at the sites

of the events, many of whom have never had their words
published before. Second, the book is not just about the Jews -
the Nazis would have murdered many more non-Jews had they
won the war - and not just about Germans. Third, as Rees shows,
there was no single 'decision' to start the Holocaust - there

was a series of escalations, most often when the Nazi leadership
interacted with their grassroots supporters.

" 'Tnefinestsingle volume
account of the Holo:

‘My Dear Ones’ : One Family and the Final
Solution—Jonathan Wittenberg (Book)

@ Growing up in the safety of Britain, Jonathan Wittenberg was
deeply aware of his legacy as the child of refugees from Nazi
. Germany. Yet, like so many others there is much he failed to ask
while those who could have answered his questions were still
¥ alive. After burying their aunt Steffi in the ancient Jewish

| cemetery on the Mount of Olives, Jonathan, now a rabbi,
- accompanies his cousin Michal as she begins to clear the flat in
- Jerusalem where the family have lived since fleeing Germany in

~ the 1930s. Inside an old suitcase abandoned on the balcony they
dlscover a linen bag containing a bundle of letters left untouched for decades.
Jonathan's attention is immediately captivated as he tries to decipher the faded
writing on the long-forgotten letters. They eventually draw him into a profound and
challenging quest to uncover the painful details of his father's family's history.
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BAILLIE GIFFORD PRIZE

East West Street—Philippe Sands (Book)

When human rights lawyer Philippe Sands received an invitation to “@
deliver a lecture in the western Ukrainian city of Lviv, he began to &
uncover a series of extraordinary historical coincidences. It set
him on a quest that would take him halfway around the world in
an exploration of the origins of international law and the pursuit of
his own secret family history, beginning and ending with the last
day of the Nuremberg Trials. Part historical detective story, part
family history, part legal thriller, Philippe Sands guides us between
past and present as several interconnected stories unfold in P HIREER AN DS
parallel.

STREET

Final Solution—David Cesarani (Book)

ov‘g",fmfgfm‘,‘::g.’ The Holocaust has never been so widely commemorated, but our
BR,’LL;;:, understanding of the accepted narrative has rarely, if ever, been

questioned. David Cesarani's sweeping reappraisal challenges

accepted explanations for the anti-Jewish politics of Nazi

Germany and the inevitability of the 'final solution'.
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Clara’s War—Clara Kramer (RBDigital eBook)

On 21 July 1942 the Nazis took control of the small Polish town of
Zolkiew, life for Jewish 15-year-old Clara Kramer was never to be
the same again. While those around her were either slaughtered
or transported, Clara and her family hid perilously in a hand-dug
bunker. Living in the house above and protecting them were the
Becks. Mr Beck was a womaniser, a drunkard and a self-professed
anti-Semite, yet he risked his life throughout the war to keep his
charges safe. Nevertheless, life with Mr Beck was far from
predictable. From the house catching fire, to Beck's affair

with Clara's cousin, to the nightly SS drinking sessions in the
room just above, Clara's War transports you into the dark, cramped bunker, and sits
you next to the families as they hold their breath time and again. Sixty years later,
Clara Kramer has created a memoir that is lyrical, dramatic and heartbreakingly
compelling. Despite the worst of circumstances, this is a story full of hope and
survival, courage and love. Clara Kramer is now 81 years old. Based in New Jersey,
she founded a Holocaust and Prejudice Reduction Center at Kean University which
trains 1200 teachers annually. She still gives talks about her experiences regularly.
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But You Did Not Come Back—Marceline Loridan
i (Book)

BUT YOU Marceline Loridan-Ivens was just 15 when she and her father
DID NOT  were arrested and sent to concentration camps. He prepared her
COME BACK for the worst, telling her that he would not return. The three
kilometres between her father in Auschwitz and herself in
Birkenau were an insurmountable distance, and yet he managed
A I'_ih;ﬁ - to send her a small note via an electrician in the camp - a sign of
= \ life. Here, Marceline writes a letter to the father she would never
S know as an adult, and the man whose death enveloped her whole
life. Her testimony is a haunting and challenging reminder of one
of the worst crimes humanity has ever seen, and an affecting personal story of a

woman whose life was shattered and never totally rebuilt.

Irena’s Children—Tilar J. Mazzeo (Book) TILAR J. MAZZEO

Granted access to the Warsaw ghetto as a public health specialist, [RENA’S
Irena Sendler began by smuggling orphaned children out of the
walled district and convincing her friends and neighbours to hide CHILDREN

th i ) ‘I

them. Soon, she began the perilous work of going from door to
door and asking Jewish families to trust her with their young
children. Driven to extreme measures and with the help of local
Warsaw tradesman, Jewish residents, a network of mothers and
her star-crossed lover in the Polish resistance, Irena Sendler
ultimately smuggled thousands of children past the Nazis, making
dangerous trips through city's sewers, hiding them in coffins and
under overcoats at check points, and slipping through secret passages in abandoned
buildings.

At immense personal risk, Irena Sendler did something even more astonishing: she
kept a secret list buried in a jar under an old apple tree in her garden. On it were the
names and true identities of these Jewish children, recorded so that after the war
their families could find them. Celebrated for her courage, Sendler was nominated
for a Nobel Peace Prize in 2007, the year before her death at the age of 98. The
story of Irena Sendler - and of the children she saved - has until now never been
told in a compelling narrative account.
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Gone to Ground—Marie Simon (Book and
RBDigital eAudiobook)

| Thrilling and terrifying by turns, this is the gripping account of a
young Jewish woman who survived World War Two by
going to ground in Berlin. All around her Jews are being rounded
| up for deportation. Marie decides to survive. She takes off the
yellow star, turns her back on the Jewish community, and
vanishes into the city.

The Orpheus Clock—Simon Goodman (Book) The

Simon Goodman's grandparents came from German-Jewish ORPHEUS
banking dynasties and perished in concentration camps. And
that's almost all he knew about them - his father rarely spoke of
their family history or heritage. But when he passed away, and
Simon received his father's old papers, a story began to
emerge. The Gutmanns, as they were known then, rose from a
small Bohemian hamlet to become one of Germany's most
powerful banking families. They also amassed a magnificent,
world-class art collection that included works by Degas, Renoir,
Botticelli, Guardi, and many, many others. But the Nazi regime
snatched from them everything they had worked to build: their remarkable art, their
immense wealth, their prominent social standing, and their very lives.

GOODMAN
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Children’s Non-Fiction

My Survival—Reena Finder; Joshua Greene (Book)

The astonishing true story of a girl who survived the Holocaust

thanks to Oskar Schindler, of Schindler's List fame. Rena Finder

was only 11 when the Nazis forced her and her family - along i

with all the other Jewish families - into the ghetto in Krakow,

Poland. Rena worked as a slave labourer with scarcely any food = ﬁwm \ |

and watched as friends and family were sent away. Then Rena 5,’ ““A GIRL ON :Bq
7

and her mother ended up working for Oskar Schindler, a German | SCHINDLER’ 5’
businessman who employed Jewish prisoners in his factory and LIST 5 %%
kept them fed and healthy. But Rena's nightmares were not over.
She and her mother were deported to the concentration camp
Auschwitz. With great cunning, it was Schindler who set out to help them escape.
Here in her own words is Rena's gripping story of survival, perseverance, tragedy
and hope. This unforgettable memoir introduces young readers to an astounding and
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A memic by Reena Finder vid o M. Geene

Anne Frank : the girl heard around the world—
Linda Elovitz Marshall; Aura Lewis (Book)

All her life, Anne Frank wanted to be heard. Really, truly heard.
Linda Elovitz Marshall introduces readers to the story

of Anne Frank in this powerful book about family, war

and the importance of finding your voice. During her two years in
hiding from the Nazis, Anne Frank poured her soul into a red
plaid diary named Kitty. She wrote honestly of the reality of Nazi
occupation, of daily life in the annex, and of her longing to

be heard. More than anything, Anne spoke the truth, and her
words have echoed throughout history. Gorgeous prose and striking art deliver
Anne's ever-relevant story with poignancy and grace, while robust back matter -
including biographical information, an author's note, and a timeline - makes

this the perfect book for history curriculums.

The boy on the wooden box—Leon Leyson (Book)

. the boy
A remarkable memoir of strength and bravery from Leon Leyson, h
one of the youngest children to survive the Holocaust on Oskar 0N t €

Schindler's list. WO@dCﬂ

Leon Leyson
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The life of Anne Frank—Menno Metselaar (Book) The Life of Anne Frank

Since its publication in 1947, 'The Diary of a Young Girl' has
encapsulated the heartbreaking human reality of the Holocaust.
This book adds photographic images to the legacy of Anne Frank,
shedding light on her secret annexe, her early family life and
even the diary itself.

. to the frustrations and dreams she wrote about in her famous
S diary. A timeline highlights her life and puts it in the broader
-~ context of World War II and the Holocaust.

Beyond Courage—Doreen Rappaport (Book)

\ BEYZIND

Under the noses of the military, Georges Loinger smuggles

thousands of children out of occupied France into Switzerland. In & COURAGE &
Belgium, three resisters ambush a train, allowing scores of Jews | AR —
to flee from the cattle cars. In Poland, four brothers lead more \ DOREEN RAPPAPORT

than 1,200 ghetto refugees into the forest to build a guerilla force
and self-sufficient village. These are just some of the many
stories of Jewish resistance to Hitler during the Second World
War. Here, Doreen Rappaport illuminates the defiance of tens of thousands of Jews
across eleven Nazi-occupied countries during World War II.

The Holocaust—Neil Tonge (Book)

The This series explores the key aspects and themes of World War II

Holocaust in detail and is ideally suited to the needs of Key Stage 3 history
= students. In this title on the Holocaust, readers will learn

about the persecution of the Jews and other groups in Nazi

Germany and eastern Europe.
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